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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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ADVENT EVENTS 
 

December 3  River Valley Band Concert 
 3:00 pm 
 

December 9   Cookie Bake for Christmas Program Party 
 9:00 am 
 

December 10   Christmas Program Worship 
 10:30 am 
 

December 13   Sanctuary Choir and JoyPhil Ringers at 
 Augustana 
 6:30 pm 
 

December 17  Bingo and Carol Sing-a-Long at Augustana  
 1:45 - 3:30 pm 
 

December 18 Pinterest Night 
 6:00 pm 
 

December 19 Early Learning Center Christmas Program 
 6:00 and 7:00 pm 
 

December 20  7-8-9 Confirmation Christmas Party 
 6:45 pm 
 

December 22   Confirmation Class Reunion 
 3:00 pm 
 

December 24  Worship w/communion  
 9:30 am 
 Christmas Eve Worship w/communion 
 3:00 and 5:00 pm 
 

December 25 Merry Christmas 

 Office Closed 
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see--I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord…” 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

  Luke 2: 8-11, 16-20 
 

They were ordinary people 
doing the ordinary things of 
their ordinary lives. These 
shepherds had no inkling 
that this night would be any 
different than any other. 
Ordinary. 
 
But that night was anything 
but ordinary. Unless, of 
course, you are faced with 

terrifying visions of angels surrounded by the glory of 
God on a regular basis.  
 
To these ordinary people came an extraordinary 
message, “I am bringing you good news of a great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
 
From that point on nothing was ever the same. After 
witnessing a heavenly army praising God, these 
ordinary shepherds went and found an ordinary 
looking baby born to two ordinary, (if somewhat 
haggard) looking people.  
 
If it were not for the words that had been told them 
about this baby, they would have no idea that he was 
anything but ordinary. As it was, they knew that 
Savior had been born for them and for all people, and 
news that good is just too good to keep to oneself. So 
they told Joseph and Mary what had been told them 

that they now believed. Then Scripture says, “The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.” 
 
Ordinary people, people just like you and me only 
more so. It was these people that God chose to 
reveal the Savior of the world. In the same way, 
through the witness of others and through Word and 
sacrament, you have come to know that Jesus is your 
Savior.  
 
Like the shepherds, this news is too good to keep to 
ourselves. As Christians, we are called to spread this 
Good News! We do this in our daily lives and we do 
this as a community of faith. One way we do this is 
through devoting ourselves to Christ through serving 
others. We do this through pledging our time and gifts 
and abilities to do ministry in and through St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church.  
 
We are not called to do anything more than love our 
neighbor with the love of God in Jesus Christ and to 
share what we have seen and heard and believe. 
Your witness, your gifts, and your support make a 
difference. Because you are willing to respond to 
God’s grace, you and others are growing closer to 
Jesus. Because of that reality, we can all go back to 
our otherwise ordinary lives, “glorifying and praising 
God” for all we have heard and seen. Thanks be to 
God! 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 
Paul and Michelle Munger as they celebrate their 
15th wedding anniversary on December 11. 
Gary and Tracy Mathison as they celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary on December 12. 
Robin and Lori Stark as they celebrate their 35th 
wedding anniversary on December 18. 
 

Sympathies to… 
Terry and Suzanne Lee as they mourn the death of 
their son Derek. 
Sadie Reiner and family as they mourn the death of 
Ken Reiner. 
Brenda Arndtson and family as they mourn the 
death of her mother June Tietz. 
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Preschool Chatter 
 

Wow, what a busy month November was: School 
pictures were taken, 
Conferences were held 
and Family Night took 
place. Family Night was 
so much fun; our families 
decorated cookies, made 
crafts and even learned a 
little sign language at 
story time. I want to thank 
the mid and high school 
helpers who made the 
evening go smoothly. It’s so nice to have the older 
kids help our little ones. 
 

November at the ELC 
was a month of reflecting 
on Thanksgiving and 
learning to have a heart 
filled with gratitude. Our 
classrooms are filled with 
kids working on projects, 
practicing Zoo Phonics, 
using their manners, 
practicing for the 
Christmas program and 
playing with friends. 

There is nothing better than walking down the hallway 
of our preschool, seeing art projects on the wall and 
hearing the sweet sound of children’s voices singing, 
talking, and playing!  
 

In honor of Thanksgiving the children enjoyed a 
special Thanksgiving feast. The feast reminded them 
of God’s Blessings.  They enjoyed a meal of turkey, 
corn, potatoes, manna (roll with honey) and a Lefse 
for dessert.  

 

Our Christmas programs will be held on the evening 
of Tuesday, December 19. From 6:00-7:00 pm the 
Tuesday/Thursday classes will be performing with a 
reception afterward and the 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday classes will be from 7:00-
8:00 pm. St. Philip’s Congregation members are 
welcome to join us for an evening of preschool 
children celebrating the birth of Christ!  
 

My staff and I hope your Thanksgiving was filled with 
God’s blessings of Family, Friends and Laughter. 
 
Kim Sill 
Early Learning Center Director 
 

Sunday School Minute 
 

ADVENTURES WITH MOSES - In November, our 
Sunday School classes learned about Moses and the 
many twists and turns that happened in his years. We 
learned about baby Moses - reliant on his family and 
strangers to keep him safe. Then, we learned about 
the burning bush and how Moses had a chance to 
believe what he was hearing and seeing in the form 
of God talking to him through a real object doing 
something spectacular. We wrapped up with Moses 
in the dessert with the Israelites as they complained 
about food. God sent manna, quail, and water (or, if 
you ask a first grader, mayo, quilts, and water). 
Through all of this, we focused on what these 
different times meant to Moses. Moses was just a 
baby, just a young man, just an old man, but through 
God’s will and power, Moses helped his people and 
that’s a story anyone, especially children, can find 
identity with. 
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 

Teen Talk  
 

LITTLE TASKS - BIG IMPACT - It’s easy to picture 
‘service’ as something requiring a lot of time and 
planning, and for sure some undertakings are just 
that. However, service can take on a different 
appearance. In November, youth sorted food brought 
in for the Thanksgiving food drive. I asked, pointed to 
bags, and they did it. Most, if not all, had unloaded 
groceries hundreds of times, so this was no stretch. 
This happens all the time in the world of youth, but it 
might not be recognized for what it is—it’s serving 
another. Training up our kiddos to view service as 
part of life is something all parents want to do, and all 
church families want to do. At St. Philip’s, we’re doing 
so in big and small ways—unpacking food, raking 
leaves, teaching Sunday School, trips to Feed My 
Starving Children, service trips, prayer, and more. 
Service takes on many faces, and often, it looks like 
that great teenager who longs for purpose and 
fellowship. 
 
Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
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Early in November 
we closed the books 
on October 
financials. The 
Finance Team is 
happy to report the 
following details. 
 
 
 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 10/31/17:      
      Actual  Budget   Actual  
Year to Date:        10/17   10/17   10/16 
Income:   $427,379   $437,458  $419,051 
Expenses:  $397,746   $453,656  $398,384 
Over/(short):   $29,633    ($16,198)  $20,667 
 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 
 $133,187   $148,878  $134,334 
 
St. Philip’s is blessed to have a wonderful music 
program. A lot of work goes into the meaningful 
worship services that the congregation enjoys each 
week. Rehearsals for all of the music groups are only 
a small part of the many preparations. See below for 
a few of the behind-the-scenes duties performed by 
our Director of Music.   
 

 Pray with and for each of the choirs, and uplifted 
by the prayers of others for the ministry of music 
at St. Philip's.              

 

 Scheduling for each musical group is completed 
at least 3-4 months in advance. Music is selected 
based on the season or day of the church year 
and the scripture lesson for that day. 

 

 This fall, the communion liturgies for all 8:30 am 
services were scheduled through May. 

 

 Work with pastor and office manager to finalize 
the order of worship for each 8:30 am service at 
least a week prior to the service. Hymns are 
selected and timing for the length of the service is 
fine tuned. 

 

 Meet weekly with sound board technician to share 
details or clarify any questions of copyrights so 
that text for congregational hymns can be put on 
the screens.  

 

 Meet with coordinator of the 10:30 am service to 
determine who will sing what and when and how 
any of the music groups can support the singing 
at that service. 

 
Many thanks for all you do to support in the ministry 
of St. Philip’s! 
 

Thank you… 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE LEAF RAKERS who 
helped clean up the autumn leaves from our St. 
Philip’s families’ yards.  You’re the best! 
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THANK YOU to everyone that packed a shoebox for 
the Operation Christmas Child 
ministry! Because of your 
generosity, 52 children in need will 
be blessed with a box filled with 
wonderful gifts, God’s love, and 
most importantly, an opportunity to 

hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.  What an amazing 
gift! Thank you! 

 

 
A  SIMPLE GIFT - It was just a jacket but God had 
big plans for it.  The annual St. Philip’s garage sale 
2017 was setting up as usual.  In a jacket pocket a 
copy of a car certificate of title was found early in the 
week.  Not feeling comfortable with throwing it in the 
trash, the decision was made to mail it back to the 
owner.  On Friday two brothers brought in a few large 
bags of yarn to donate.  They came back to the yarn 
staging area where a conversation was struck up.  At 
their house was a large quantity of yarn and they 
were looking for a charitable place to donate it. They 
chose St. Philip’s because of receiving a handwritten 
note thanking them for their previous donation. You 
guessed it.  It was the note sent along with the 
certificate of title returned to them.  Asking if we 
wanted more, they indicated they had no way to get 
the bulk of the yarn to church.  A worker with pickup 
and trailer went to the home and picked up the rest of 
their yarn.  Well over one thousand skeins of yarn 
were in those bags.  And so the St. Philips yarn shop 
came into being.  
 
With a single Facebook post and an article in our 
church newsletter, the far reaching journey began. 
The majority of this yarn was purchased for the 
purpose of further charitable giving.  Yarn guilds from 
Minneapolis and St. Paul were making prayer shawls 
for their communities as well as hats and mittens for 
the homeless in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
 
Members and friends of our congregation were also 
making prayer shawls to benefit Hastings and North 
Dakota.  Blankets were being knitted for the victims of 
Hurricane Harvey in Texas.  Another blanket made its 
way to Chicago to become a part of the national 
Refugee Welcome Blanket being constructed.  
Recipients of hats were Sharing and Caring Hands, 
Hastings Family Service, and Regina Hospital 
outpatient oncology unit. The monetary proceeds of 
this very generous gift netted $1,000 given back to 
our congregation.  With God’s help, the simple gift of 
that jacket has had a widespread impact for many 
people of need.  Thanks be to God. 

 

THANK YOU to the members of St. Philip’s who 
supported our Soup Lunch and Bake Sale on 
Saturday, November 18.  It takes so many individuals 
to make this one day event a success. Thanks to our 
lefse makers, vegetable choppers and peelers, and 
bakers. Thanks to the members of the congregation 
who came to buy baked goods and then took the time 
to enjoy a bowl of soup with family or friends. In 
addition to the baked goods donated by our 
members, we made and sold over 240 packages of 
lefse and over 20 gallons of soup. Over $4,000 was 
raised in just 3 short hours! 
 

In addition, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, through 
a program called “Thrivent Action,” gave us a $250 
credit card to be used to purchase supplies. Our local 
WELCA organization, the Women of the ELCA, uses 
the profits from the Saturday sale to provide Bible 
story books for our 3 year olds, Bibles for our 3rd 
grades, help with tuition for a female college student 
in Tanzania and various other mission projects. 
Thank you again! 
 

Susan Cruse and Kathy Stockman, co-chairs 

 

 
DECEMBER SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
December 3 Daniel: The Fiery Furnace 
 Daniel 3:1, 8-30 
 

December 10 Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones 
 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

December 17 Word Accomplishes God’s 
 Purpose   
 Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

December 24 Word Made Flesh  
(morning) John 1:1-18 
 

December 24 Birth of Jesus 
(evening) Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]  
 

 
QUARTERLY MEN’S GROUP - The next meeting of 
the Quarterly Men’s Group will be on Saturday, 
December 2 at 8:30 am.  All men are invited to attend 
to hear a presentation by Tim Leslie, Dakota County 
Sheriff who will be providing information about his 
department and its current initiatives. Q and A time 
with the Sheriff will follow.   Coffee will be on at 8:30 
am and our speaker begins at 10 am.  Come and 
bring a friend!  Please mark your calendar now for 
this casual, fun and informative time on Saturday, 
December 2.   If you have any questions, please 
contact Dan Retka at 651-295-7835.  
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RIVER VALLEY BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT - 
The River Valley Concert Band, 
under the direction of Mr. Rufino 
Ochoada is pleased to offer its 
sixth annual Christmas Holiday 
Concert. The concert will be held 
in Hastings on Sunday December 
3 at 3:00 pm at St. Philip’s Church 

and at Simley High School in Inver Grove Heights on 
Tuesday, December 5 at 7 pm.   The program will 
include your Christmas holiday favorites such as 
“Carol of the Bells”, “Sleigh Ride” and many others.   
This concert will provide a wonderful start for your 
Christmas season.  So come, bring the kids and bring 
a friend too.   A food donation to the local food shelf 
will be gathered and a free will offering to support the 
Band will be taken.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - A PIECE OF 
CHRISTMAS - Please join the Sunday School 
children and their friends for this year’s Christmas 
Program worship December 10 at 10:30 am. We will 
celebrate the creative retelling of the birth of Jesus 
through song, scripture and acting. Directly following, 
all are welcome for fellowship during our extra special 
cookie party in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS REUNION - If you were 
part of St. Philip’s confirmation in the last 10 years 
this is for you!  What is everyone up to? Please stop 
by St. Philip’s December 22 between 3 and 5 pm to 
catch up with your confirmation class. Whether you 
are home from college, have the afternoon off of 
work, or want to stop by after school, the Room of 
Requirement will be set up for ping pong, foosball, air 
hockey and more. Invite your friends and enjoy some 
time together before Christmas. Pizza and snacks will 
be provided.  
 

 
PRAISE, PRAYER, AND PEACE  
Several members of the Prayer Team 
are preparing a new ministry to take to 
people who are nearing their last days 
on earth. This will combine scripture, 
liturgy, music, anointing and prayer for 
the comfort of the person and their 
families. The Team will meet in the Prayer Chapel 
between worship services on the first Sunday of the 
month to plan and prepare starting January 7. For 
information or to join the team, contact Barb Jorenby 
at 651- 437-2863. 

HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE NORTH POLE - As 
the needs of our community 
change, so do the ways we’re 
asked to give. In the past, St. 
Philip’s has adopted specific 
families. This was done 
through Hastings Family 
Service, and is still something 
families can do—so contact HFS if your family would 
like to directly sponsor another family. Starting last 
year, and continuing due to its great reception, is the 
HFS North Pole. What is this? The North Pole is 
HFS’s approach to helping individuals and families to 
celebrate the Christmas season with dignity. The gifts 
that are donated at churches, including St. Philip’s, 
are added to a ‘shopping’ center at Hastings Family 
Service. Often times, individuals and families are 
referred to HFS through social workers, school 
helpers, case workers, and county workers. HFS 
partners with the Cochrane House, the Lewis House, 
the vet’s home, and more, to connect individuals to 
this unique service. Adults are able to shop for 
themselves, choosing two items from the room—
some of the most popular things being winter clothing 
items and small appliances like coffee makers or 
shavers. Families are able to choose three gifts per 
child, often times including a family game. The 
caregivers also can choose two gifts for themselves. 
This is done with dignity, good humor, and met with 
profound gratefulness. Our giving tree will be up 
November 26 - December 7 with the gifts going down 
to Hastings Family Service that weekend.  
 

 
BINGO AND CAROLING  
December 17 at 
Augustana nursing home. 
We’ll meet in the lobby of 
Augustana at 1:40 pm for 
Bingo and then stay for a  
sing-a-long at 3:00 pm.  
Come when you can to spread some Christmas cheer 
and love! Open for all ages for singing, 10 and up 
encouraged for Bingo. Please sign up on the kiosk in 
the narthex or contact Stephanie Becken (Augustana 
would like a ball park number on how many will be 
visiting).  
 

 

WORSHIP COORDINATOR OPPORTUNITY. The 
worship coordinator winter sign-up will be December 
17 at the Welcome Center. If you like to serve “behind 
the scene” this is an opportunity for you. Anyone who 
might be interested in joining our team, please 
contact Jay or Becky Raimann (437-7175) to get 
more information. 
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BOOKS AND BELLS - Enjoy family-friendly stories 
and seasonal tunes at Pleasant Hill 
Library on Monday, December 
18, at 6:30 pm when the Bells 
of the Bluffs Handbell 
Ensemble returns to the library 
for an hour of storytelling and 
fun musical selections for kids 
of all ages. 
 
Children will be able to explore related books 
available at the library and all will be invited to sing 
along with familiar Disney tunes, holiday selections 
and more performed by Bells of the Bluffs. 

 
Bells of the Bluffs is devoted to igniting passion in 
handbells. The 14-member group, under the direction 
of Marilee Anderson, is a community handbell 
ensemble based in Red Wing, Minnesota. Learn 
more at bellsofthebluffs.org and find Bells of the 
Bluffs on Facebook and YouTube. 
 

 
W.W.L. - What is W.W.L.?  Here at St. Philip’s it 
stands for Wonderful Worship 
Leaders!  There are many of you 
frequently willing to serve during 
our services as lectors, communion 
assistants, greeters, ushers, and 
welcome center attendants and the 
Worship and Music Committee is 
thankful for your service.   
 
As December approaches, we have additional 
services and need more volunteers.  Christmas Eve 
falls on a Sunday this year.  Our worship schedule for 
services that day will be 9:30 am, 3:00 pm and 5:00 
pm.  On the following Sunday, New Year’s Eve, we 
will hold one service at 9:30 am. 
 
Will you be in town either of these days?  Are you 
able to help?  Do you have any questions as to what 
your responsibilities for one of the jobs entail?  
Please contact Lori Best (cell:  763-807-3667, email:  
loribest1@gmail.com) and or sign up on the kiosk.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PINTEREST NIGHT   
December 18 
6:00-8:00 
Calling all Crafters! The youth have been having 
Pinterest nights the past few years, and this winter, 
we’re opening it up to adults as well. This great time 
of intergenerational fellowship will be filled with lovely 
crafts, yummy treats, and lots of laughs. We will have 
three Christmas/Advent themed projects available to 
make, including an ornament, a primitive painted 
board, and the oh so popular and fun bath bombs. 
Please plan to bring a snack to pass. Punch, water, 
coffee, and hot cocoa will be provided. A $10 
donation to cover supplies is requested. Please sign 
up on the narthex kiosk or with Stephanie Becken 
before December 15.  
 

 
CALLING ALL MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!  Let's go to 
camp for the Green Lake lock in! 
 

Who: 5th-8th graders 
When: January 26-27  
Cost: $45  
Plan: We will carpool to Green 
Lake Friday afternoon. From 
there the Green Lake 
counselors will take over with 
games, outdoor fun in the snow, camp worship, 
yummy food and more! We'll return Saturday late in 
the afternoon/early evening. Adult chaperones/drivers 
stay absolutely free! 
 

Registration forms are available at the Welcome 
Center or on the St. Philip's website. Please turn in 
registrations and payment to Stephanie Becken 
before January 1. Camperships are available. 
 

 
STEPHANIE BECKEN ON A SUNDAY MORNING  
Director of Children, 
Youth and Family 
Ministries, Stephanie 
Becken can be found in 
most any corner of the 
church on a Sunday 
morning. From 9:30- 
10:30 am she is 
supervising the activity of 
many Sunday School 
teachers and students on 
the theme of the day's 
lesson.  Stephanie knows the children and they know 
her. Here she is sharing a small child’s version of the 
Biblical “burning bush”. 

http://www.bellsofthebluffs.org/
mailto:loribest1@gmail.com
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YOUTH ADULT MINISTRY from the ELCA website 
www.elca.org.  Are you between the ages of 18 and 

30?  If so, the Young Adult Ministry of the ELCA 
offers inspiration, opportunities and resources for 
young adults like you and for people who facilitate 
young adult ministry in their communities of faith. We 
are a church that belongs to Christ. There is a place 
for you here.  
 
Today’s young adults are a part of the Millennial 
Generation, those born between 1982 and 1995. In 
the most generous accounting of this generation, 
Millennials are said to number about 80 million, which 
makes them the largest generation in American 
history. According to the Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life and their 2010 report, “Millennials: A 
Portrait of a Generation,” approximately one-third of 
those who are unaffiliated with a community of faith 
are under age 30.  
 
The ELCA is expanding its vision of what it means to 
be church and what it means to engage a population 
of young adults who are seeking authentic community 
and opportunities to serve their neighbors.    
 
Young Adult Ministry works to support and connect 
young adults and those who work with them. We 
focus our ministry in addressing the following four 
questions as they relate to young adults: 
 
Form Faith – Whose am I?  
Young Adult Ministry in the ELCA exists to help 
young adults come face-to-face with the one in whose 
image they have been formed and articulate faith in 
the triune God.  
 
Uncover Identity – Who am I? 
 Young Adult Ministry in the ELCA exists to help 
young adults claim who they are and discover their 
unique gifts and passions that have been endowed 
upon them by God.  
 
Discern Vocation – Why am I?  
Young Adult Ministry in the ELCA exists to help 
young adults live out their callings or vocations in 
ways that help our neighbors and share the love of 
Christ with them.  
 
Develop leaders – How am I?  
Young Adult Ministry in the ELCA exists to help 
young adults grow as servant leaders who use the 
model of accompaniment as they engage in acts of 
service, justice and peace in the world.  
 
Get connected!  

For more information about the ELCA’s Young Adult 
Ministry, please visit: 
ELCA Website www.elca.org 
Twitter: @ELCAYoungAdults 

Facebook: ELCA Young Adults 
Instagram: @ELCAYoungAdults 
 
 

 
VIA DE CRISTO RETREAT - Growing in God's 
Grace.   At baptism we are alert to growing our 
children in God's love and educating them in God's 
Word.  At confirmation we declare that we, 
personally, are ready to claim God as the center of 
our lives.   As adults we ...?   Among the host of ways 
to invest in growth is to accept opportunities, to 
acknowledge the need of time for yourself to grow.   
 
Teens will tell you how much fun and how many 
seeds of thought are planted at Youth retreats.  They 
are so right!   In that vein I want to invite you (adults, 
children at heart) to truly consider the Via De Cristo 
retreat experience.  It is a three day retreat for adults, 
beginning on a Thursday evening and running 
through Sunday afternoon.  It requires some sacrifice 
of time, but as with youth retreats you will find it to be 
a gift to yourself, followed by: "I'm so glad I went!" 
 
In respect to containing costs (taken on by 
volunteers) each retreat, held three times per year, is 
held at a host church and is run similar to a "lock-in".  
Cots, meals, and of course meaningful activities are 
provided.  If you wrestle with the thought of special 
considerations to your health needs or in maintaining 
family routines at home, we may be able to help.  Just 
let us know what is important to you. 
 
A retreat weekend is filled with music, storytelling, 
learning, fun, and reflections.  The next retreat for 
men is Thursday night January 11 thru Sunday 
afternoon January 14 at Lutheran Church of the 
Master in Brooklyn Center. The women's weekend 
retreat is Thursday night January 18 thru January 21.   
 
More detailed information is available on a St. Philip's 
hallway bulletin board, by contacting Paul or Carol 
Hellen (437-1702), by talking with Pastor Geier, or by 
visiting with any member who has previously 
attended a VDC weekend.  I’m SURE you'll enjoy and 
value your weekend retreat experience -- Together in 
Christ's grace and love! 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you, 
Carol Hellen 
   

http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/
https://twitter.com/elcayoungadults
https://www.facebook.com/ELCAYoungAdults
http://instagram.com/elcayoungadults
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YOUNG ADULTS IN GLOBAL MISSION from the 
ELCA website www.elca.org.  The ELCA Young 

Adults in Global Mission program 
invites ELCA young adults ages 21-
29 into a transformative, year-long 
journey in international service. As 
they offer themselves in service, 
ELCA young adults are shaped by 
the witness of our global neighbors. 
They share in the journeys of 
companion churches and 

organizations in one of nine countries around the 
world. 
 
A year of service through the Young Adults in Global 
Mission program invites young adults to become the 
hands and feet of Jesus in the world, providing critical 
support to ministries and projects in communities of 
need. It also invites volunteers into a journey of self-
reflection, providing space to consider their sense of 
identity, God’s work in the world, and their place 
within it all. 
 
Young adults serve in the spirit of accompaniment, 
walking alongside global companions in a manner 
that practices mutuality, interdependence and 
solidarity. Areas of service include, but are not limited 
to, health and development, congregational ministry, 
human rights, education, homelessness, addiction 
recovery, women’s issues and children and youth. All 
site placements provide opportunities for young 
adults to confront issues of wealth and poverty, racial 
privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all 
through the lens of faith. 
 
Candidates for Young Adults in Global Mission apply 
to the program at-large rather than to a specific 
country. Applicant preferences are taken into account 
but the final decision about where volunteers serve is 
made by Global Mission staff and YAGM country 
coordinators in mid-April. Current YAGM country 
programs include:  Argentina/Uruguay, Australia, 
Cambodia, Central Europe, Jerusalem/West Bank, 
Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda, Senegal, Southern 
Africa and United Kingdom.  Applications for the 
program open on December 1, and are due February 
15 each year, for service beginning that same 
August. 
 
We are a church that believes God is calling us into 
the world – together. Come, imagine yourself in the 
world!  To learn how you can support Young Adults in 
Global Mission and for further information, visit their 
sponsorship page at www.elca.org.   
 

SUNDAY MORNING MARKET PLACE - Fair Trade 
coffee, tea, and chocolate is offered for sale once a 
month by one of WELCA's members. The product is 
purchased by WELCA to support the economy in 
other countries. The programs purpose is to provide a 
market for these goods. It is not done as a fundraiser 
for St. Philip's, but it is of great help to the countries 
from which the products come. WELCA has 
continued this program for several years. Thanks to 
the volunteers who keep it going.  

 

 
ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH COUNCIL PAUSES IN 

RETREAT - A group of 35 committee and church 
council members met for a four-hour retreat at Spring 
Lake Park event building November 5. The retreat 
was planned and led by Pastor Geier with effective 
Bible study exercises done in groups of eight plus 
three times of quiet contemplation and reflection. The 
retreat ended with a tasty supper of stuffed baked 
potatoes served up by Amy and Pastor Geier.  The 
Sunday afternoon was well spent and productive.  
Thanks to Pastor Geier for helping develop sound 
and supportive fellowship among its ministry teams.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elaine Wilbur is one of WELCA's members  
who sets up and takes down the many items 
 for sale. Tracy Pavelka is seen purchasing 

something she especially likes. 

http://www.elca.org/
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ALL SAINTS DAY, A DAY OF REMEMBERING - 
November 5, was celebrated as "All 
Saints Day" at St. Philip's. It's a day 
of reflection and remembering those 
who provided the foundation of our 
faith through their intellect and 
influence in our lives.  Pastor Geier 
conducted a meaningful exercise 

with the congregation by inviting those coming 
forward for Communion to light a candle and place it 
with other lit candles in a base of sand. A prayer 
concluded the ceremony.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

500th ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
WAS CELEBRATED WITH GUSTO!  Reformation 
Day 2017 was 
very special 
with one 9:30 
am service, 
300 people in 
attendance, 
and musical 
offerings from 
all of St. 
Philip's organized musicians. Pastor Geier, Music 
Director Ellen Diischer, along with detailed planning 
by the Worship and Music committee, and a pot luck 
luncheon organized by the Fellowship committee 
made it a Sunday morning that will live on for those 
attending.  Also enhancing the worship hour were the 
visual effects by the technicians in the sound booth 
and the influx of high school musicians who 
rehearsed and gave vibrant strength to the 
congregational singing and choir presentations.  
 

The Praise 
Band 
supported 
the 
Children's, 
Cherub, 
and Senior 
choir in 
their 
anthem 
"Children 
of God" which touched the hearts of many. The 
anthem followed Pastor Geier's sermon about the 
freedom we have to worship in  the practice of our 
choice, along with the message of "Word Alone, Faith 
Alone, Grace Alone" as taught by Reformer Martin 
Luther. 
 

The color for the day was red, which was evident with 
the worshippers. The day's bulletin began by 
reminding us 
that "the 
reformers 
were not only 
concerned 
with doctrine 
but with 
reforming 
worship as well."  During the Reformation, the role of 
Christ as our sole mediator, services in the language 
of the people, a simplified order of service, the 
prominent place of expositional preaching and the 
participation of the people through singing was all 
recovered and lives on today.   

People coming forward to light a candle for a 
"saint" in their life who has gone before 

Twin brothers William and Owen Matzek 
coming from the service with the "light of 

Christ" flame still aglow 
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MIX, ROLL AND FLIP - This year in preparation for 
the Annual Bake sale, three days of lefse making 
happened.  Over 240 packages were produced which 
went on sale at the annual WELCA bake sale and 
luncheon November 18. This fundraiser has 
significant meaning to Tanzania missions by 
supporting an individual's formal education and 
infrastructure upgrades that improve the health and 
safety of its people. Bibles for St. Philip's three year 
olds and third grade students are also a part of 
WELCA's outreach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerri Holmseth is 
the quality control 
person who judges 

each sheet for 
packaging 

David Weisser and new visitor to  
St. Philip's, Julie Cardinal 

Sally Anderson is being helped by Jerry 
Cardinal who knows how to flip the lefse 

Gail Carstensen rolls and Gladys 
Campbell flips the lefse 

Vonnie Olson 
gave son-in-law 
Jay Clarkson a 

lefse grill for 
Christmas which 
brings him and 
his daughter to 

St. Philip's "lefse 
day" 

Mary Rock is joined by friend Christy 
from Richfield for lefse making 

Husband and wife Denise and 
Jim Jacobs are an annual pair 

at making lefse 

Madeline 
Geier 

(Pastor and  
Amy's 

daughter) 
being 

mentored 
by Patty 
Todnem 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Joel Hinck, Director of Contemporary Worship 

   joelh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 

Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church 

1401 West 15th Street 

Hastings, MN  55033 

**Address Service 

Requested 

TIME-DATED 

MATERIAL 

mailto:joelh@splchastings.org

